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&lt;p&gt;Fans of professional sports and entertainment are now used to the idea

of the world&#39;s&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; biggest performers enjoying poker as &#128185; a side hobby. Actors B

en Affleck and Tobey Maguire&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; are among the most well-recognized celebrity poker players, but plenty

of &#128185; athletes,&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; from Rafael Nadal to Tiger Woods, have also made headlines because of

attachments to&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; the game, and casino gaming &#128185; in general. Well, John Cena was

among these poker athletesé&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; and celebrities nearly a decade ago, and it&#39;s actually very &#1281

85; interesting to view his&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; comments on the subject in retrospect.In 2006, John Cena told Bluff th

at he became a&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; poker &#128185; fan and player as a result of the increasing exposure

of the game, at the time,&It;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; in popular entertainment markets. &#128185; Specifically, Cena credit

ed the televising of the&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; World Series of Poker, as well as the film(for which a sequel is &#128) Tj T* BT /F1 12 Tf 50

&lt;p&gt; sparking his interest. This is a fairly common theme among celebrity p

oker players, andé&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; some &#128185; of the most established pros even credit these same th

ings with helping to launch&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; their careers. This is fascinating to &#128185; remember eight years

later. Given that Cena was&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; one out of tens of millions of poker fans to take up &#128185; the ga

me in the first decade of&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; the 21st century, it&#39;s no surprise just how huge the poker industr

y has &#128185; become&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; today.But there are also aspects of amateur poker interest that have c

hanged, and those&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; too are evident in Cena&#39;s &#128185; comments. When asked if he fr

equently plays while on the&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; road, Cena claimed his primary playing experience came at his &#128185

; own home in games he&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; organized. Also, while wrestlers played card games on the road, it usu

ally wasn&#39;t as&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; intense &#128185; as real money Texas Hold&#39;em.For all we know tha

t&#39;s still the case today, but&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; given the incredible rise of online &#128185; poker internationally a

nd in parts of the U.S.,&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; it&#39;s also easy to imagine that people like John Cena have more &#1

28185; serious options while on&lt;/p&gt;
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